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America has attracted the crushed and afflicted as well as the self-reliant. A self-centered view of the world is held by atheists, humanists, etc. We as a society are characterized by self-help, self-growth, WE and ME Magazines. We claim do what feels right for me; we are all masters of our faith. But we wonder…are we really? This is why we look to the Bible.
Eli, Samuel, and Saul are all powerful figures in the Bible, but David outshines them all. At the end of 1 Samuel, David trusted remarkably in the Lord. But a new series of challenges await David in 2 Samuel: the death of Saul and Jonathan, murders abound. Death hangs heavy.
How did David trust the Lord through all this? David’s final word to Saul pleads to God to deliver him. Will he be able to trust in God through new challenges? What does it mean to trust in the Lord? We find instructive examples in these chapters.
Because David trusted the Lord:
1. David pursued justice
2 Samuel begins with a report of Saul’s death. The Amalekite who brings news to David expects a reward from David. He may or may not be lying when he gives his account of how he killed Saul. The differences in the account here and at the end of 1 Samuel may be due to added details or it may be that this Amalekite is lying. When David hears the news, he weeps. Why? He still sees Saul as the Lord’s anointed. His respect for Saul is a respect for the Lord. (Psalm 59:13 – even David’s curses are meant for God’s glory).  God’s law calls for us not to seek revenge. David honors Saul even in his death. In 2 Samuel 1:19 – 27 David laments. Verse 25 contains the theme of 1 and 2 Samuel – “how the mighty have fallen.” Jonathan is a Christ-like figure in how he loved another at his own expense.
Chapter 4 repeats the themes of chapter 1. Two men kill Ish-bosheth in his own bed. They claimed God as the reason for their action, but David would have none of it. Don’t blame God for actions done in His name. In verses 9 – 11, David swore justice for these murderers. His hope in the Lord is his reason for justice.

In chapter 1, David couldn’t believe the Amalekite was so bold or had a right to kill the Lord’s anointed. Non-Christian, have you ever wanted revenge? Is there any movement of disapproval in your conscience? It is what we believe is God’s revealing His will. We believe we are made to reflect God’s image but we have all fallen short, sinned. We will all be rightly condemned for our sins unless we have turned from them and to Christ. Christians, we should be just as David is here, how he showed respect for God and His law. We can do what’s right without taking personal revenge. Cleanse your moral palate by giving praise to God.

David’s being wise here is an example to us. Some will tell you only what you want to hear. You are a fool if you surround yourself with this type of people. 

Jesus Christ is the One who will bring perfect justice one day. We must trust in Him.

2.  David sought God’s will.
David sought to know and obey God’s will. He relies on the Lord, not himself. The Lord directed him to Hebron, where he is anointed king. Fundamental to knowing God is to know He does all in order to work out His will. We should do all to the praise of God. We should live for Him, seek His will. Anything we do not according to His will is sin. So how do we know God’s will? 

1.  Pray for God’s guidance, ask His Spirit to lead you.
2.  Study God’s Word – His will revealed to us – listen to it, read it, meditate on it.
3.  Seek counsel to practically apply the principles of Scripture.
4.  Consult your own conscience. Everything not of faith is sin. Your conscience is not flawless; educate yourself by the Word of God.
5.  Obey what you learn now and you’ll be where you should be tomorrow. Don’t oppose God’s will. He makes it known so we can obey.
Three cautions:

1.  Don’t wait until you have to make a decision to seek God’s will. Seek it daily.
2.  Don’t undermine your freedom in Christ to be bound by some kind of inner sense of what you ought to do.
3.  Weigh impressions or dreams carefully. Satan can appear as an angel of light and we can be deceived. Follow dreams in the bounds of what is allowed by God. Seek counsel from other Christians. The Lord does sometimes lead us subjectively. Follow God’s leadings carefully, remembering we can be misled by false spirits.

David pointed to Christ the Messiah by following God’s will.
3.  David waited on God and His promises.
Abner is strengthening his position (3:6). He knew God wanted David to become king. David is patiently waiting on the Lord but Abner is a striking contrast, a “can do” kind of guy. He speaks boastfully (2:9). Abner knew it was God’s will for David to be king, but he had had the nerve to try to make another king. He is a wicked man, opposing God’s will. Observe the sovereignty of God here. He uses Abner’s killing, pride, betrayal, and death to accomplish His purposes.

We need patience that comes by waiting on God’s promises to come. Do everything from the standpoint of how it relates to God. Be wise in the ways of the Lord. Live on the promises of God made to us in Christ. Opportunities are a platform to build a life to show God’s sufficiency and bring Him glory. How is God glorifying Himself in your life today?

Non-Christian, seek God’s forgiveness. Christ lived a perfect life, died on the cross to bear the sins of all who would repent of their sins and put their trust in Him.  God raised Him from the dead to prove what He said was true. Depend on God’s promise. Christ was given so that we might be forgiven. He has provided reconciliation for us. Christ perfectly depended upon the promises of God.

Even political power is no protection from God. David trusted God but wasn’t perfect; his virtue had limits. He makes excuses to justify his God-given responsibility to punish Joab. David is not a good example, are you? Can you see yourself for who you really are? We should recognize and confess our sins. We’ve all sinned, except for One – the One who lived the life we should have lived, the Savior Jesus Christ. He was without sin and perfectly trusted His father. He gave Himself for us so we can rest in Him.
