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Americans like the leader as common man.  We are historically skeptical of rulers, yet we innately desire leaders.  Do you know any leaders?  What do your leaders say about your priorities and values? 

I. David was a great ruler (5:1 – 16).

All the promises made concerning David seemed to come true.  From long before his becoming king, David was known as a warrior; his military victories were well-known, and his soldiers loved him.  When David gave his word, he kept it. 

After the judges, the failed prophets, and the paranoid, self-serving kingship of Saul, many in Israel must have thought: “finally, here is the king we’ve needed!”

II. David had a great relationship with God (5:17- 25).
David inquires of the Lord; David obeys His commands; God is faithful.  David is prayerful in his decision-making in matters both great and small (read the Psalms).

Non-Christian, the distinctive of Christianity is that we believe God is a personal being who created us to be in relationship with Him. 

If you are wondering if God will direct you as He did David, consider what it would mean for you to obey Him as David did.  Consider that the purpose of relationship with God is not answers to your questions or a timeline for your life, but to constantly live in relationship with the One who created you.
III. God is a great God (chapter 6).
This story demonstrates God’s complete holiness and righteousness, as well as our complete sinfulness and inability to live by God’s law. 

Do you realize what a problem it is for a perfect, holy God to love people like us?  What do you think about this story?  In matters of holiness, God is not like us.  God is making the point that, while He is with His people, He is also separate from us.  The ark represents God’s presence with His people, but the intricate regulations concerning the ark were meant to remind Israel of God’s uniqueness, His distinction.  

Understanding the difference between God and us is the beginning of all useful wisdom. 

The nature of sin is to look at God and say, “I have the right to decide what I do and what You do.”  We should not presume that God’s patience and forbearance in judging sin means that He will never do so.

IV. God and His great purposes (chapter 7).
This chapter represents one of the most important points in the Old Testament (along with Genesis 1, 3, 12, 15; Isaiah 52, 53; and Daniel 7).  God’s purposes are His promises.  God makes clear to David that His purpose is greater than the construction of a temple; rather, God has acted throughout Israel’s history for His own glory.  David offers a grateful prayer in response to God’s amazing promises to him and his family.

God’s purpose is to make a name for Himself.  How?  By making for Himself a people.  Who are these people?  Look around.  We are the fulfillment of the promise God make to David this particular night some three thousand years ago.

God’s concern for His own glory is entirely good and right.  We would be wrong to orient our lives around ourselves in this fashion – or around a spouse, a child, a business, or a church, for that matter.  Only God has the rightful place as the center of our lives. 

How are you bringing God glory right now, at home, at work, at school?  Every blessing and every trial in our lives goes to show God’s sufficiency. 

V. God had a great relationship with David. 
God loved David; Scripture says David was a man after God’s own heart.  God blessed David, and David credited God with all his successes. 

Does God love you?  How do you measure God’s love for you?  This is God’s universe, and understanding His disposition toward you is the most important fact you can ascertain in your life. 

David was a great leader, but he sinned.  David’s reign was also ultimately narrow, the span of several decades over a relatively small portion of God’s earth.  David often prayed and often obeyed; but the One promised in chapter 7 always prayed and obeyed perfectly every time.  Great David’s greater Son was tempted as we are, but He never gave into it.  His kingdom is over all the earth, and His glory will someday be revealed in its fullness for all eternity.  

