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How much is reality like what we perceive?  We like seeing things that are obvious yet not.  Perception differs from reality.  Sometimes our initial perceptions leave us wondering later how we could have been so blind.  Give a man everything he desires, and he will realize everything isn’t everything.

One evening Hell opened its mouth to David, and he thought he was looking into heaven.  

I.  Sin is evil (chapter 11).

Sin hurts people.  It’s subtle, distracting, and flattering with its empty promises.  It lies to us and says there are no consequences.  David put himself in temptation’s way by staying at home to relax when other kings went to battle.  As difficult as adversity is, the trial of prosperity can be far more dangerous.  

Beauty isn’t wrong, but dangerous for those who have it and behold it.  David was tempted, and he liked it.  Listen to those who are telling you to be careful with your computer, TV, etc.  The nature of sin is to be intoxicating; it messes with your judgment; you don’t think clearly.  It’s easier to avoid temptation than to resist sin.  David had the fleeting pleasure of sin, then the hollow echo of guilt.  

Sin always has small print.  Scripture is a magnifier that helps you to read that small print.  It gives you wisdom to make the invisible ink appear.  Sin gave David a desperate resourcefulness, a moral abandon.  David was guilty of coveting, adultery, murder, and lies.  David’s plan seems to have succeeded.

To understand how evil sin is, think about how your sin isn’t simply your own business.  Your sin hurts others; it distorts our perception of reality.  When our self- interests are masked, we have much better judgment.  It’s much easier to give good advice than to take it.  There’s a clarity that comes when our own selfishness is factored out.  Jesus spoke in parables because the listeners would pay attention until the end.  It’s easier to receive a lesson when you don’t think it’s directed toward you.  

David’s sin is especially horrible because as the king, he should be protecting his people Israel, not exploiting them.  The core of sin is seen in 12:10: “you despised me.”  

Sin, at its root, is despising the Lord – the opposite of fearing the Him.  David realized it was God whom he sinned against in sinning against Bathsheba and Uriah, in whose image they were made.  Sin is much more serious than we realize.  We make light of sin with such phrases as “sinfully delicious.”  The Biblical meaning vanishes.

Sin is evil, hateful to God, and it hurts others.  It is our rejection of Him as our maker and Lord.  We only think of the pleasure of sin.  Why is it so easy to see others’ sin and not our own?  Sin hides from us.  How do you make sure you’re not living in self- deception?   How do we get a Nathan?   God’s Word exposes the illusions we have about ourselves; it doesn’t flatter us.  How we treat others is how we treat God.  Our sins are not against each other, but against God.  Do you have friends who know God’s Word?  

II.  God is good.

1.  
Blessing (chapter 10) – it’s in the context of a time of great blessing for Israel that David sins.  Do you think your blessings are because God is pleased with you?   In your prosperity, do you think you must be okay with God?  

Sin will bring difficulty sooner or later.  Don’t take your blessings as God’s wink at your sin.  Blessings are meant to point us to Christ.  Be wary in times of prosperity.  David’s sin happened when things were easy.  

2.    
Holiness – God gives good because He is good.  God is holy and hates sin.  Sin committed “in secret” is never committed in secret.  If God didn’t hate evil there would be no good.  It’s right that He hates evil.  How can we tell what pleases Him?  Ask Him.  God shows His goodness in His holiness.

3.  
Mercy – we are so stupid in our sin.  We think we can hide it.  We think it doesn’t matter if no one knows about it.  Then we become more accustomed and think it’s okay if only certain people know.  The progression continues… in a strange way, we come back to the truth that it doesn’t matter what anyone thinks.  Save yourself all that deception by living for God, the Holy One.  None of us does that perfectly, so we need God’s mercy.   

Do you forgive like God forgave David?   In 12:13, the Lord forgives David.  Psalm 51 is David’s prayer of repentance.  He doesn’t argue based on anything in himself.  David is convicted, and God shows him mercy.  As the fundamentally offended party, God has the right to forgive.  David is an example of God’s grace and mercy.  

While there was forgiveness, David would face calamities.  His son conceived with Bathsheba died.  This wasn’t atonement, but God’s judgment.  

When we want to know reality, start with what is clear in the Bible, and reason from there with what is less clear.

How can we find mercy?  Broken heartedness (Psalm 51) and confession of our sins (Proverbs 28:13). 

It’s in Jesus that God’s just demands have been met and His mercy poured out.  Our sins were borne away by Him whom we despised and rejected.  Uriah pictures Christ – he died because of someone else’s sin.  Uriah’s death didn’t atone for David’s sin, but Jesus’ death did atone for ours.  
