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Christmas.  A time of consumerism and memories.  A time for “perfect relationships.”  Christmas can be like a magnifying glass to our soul – revealing our desires.  Our desires may reveal our direction, our future.  Many Christians have spent this autumn thinking about the coming of the babe – we too have done so in our studies of the Books of Samuel, thinking about the coming King. We read in I Samuel 8 how Israel wanted a king like all the other nations had – they wanted the perfect leader.  We’ve read of that search for the perfect leader throughout these books.

First, we read of the venerable priest Eli.  He was found to be unfit as a leader.

Second, we read of Samuel – one of the greatest of God’s prophets.  He judged God’s people well, but his sons did not follow in his footsteps and were thus not worthy heirs.  He anointed Saul and pronounced judgment upon him.  He anointed David.

Third, we read of Saul – who was everything Israel thought they wanted in a king – tall, strong, good looking.  Yet Saul would seek to explain away his sin instead of repent.

Fourth, we read of David – a man after God’s own heart.  We need to remember that this is a historical narrative.  He was the greatest leader since Moses – merciful and just.  When confronted with his sin, he would repent.  

Was this the one?  Was David the ultimate King?  He was a good king – but a coveter, liar, seducer, tempter, adulterer, and murderer.  He would repent and be forgiven, yet his sins would still cast a shadow across his reign.  God would use great David to teach his people the truth about the kind of King we really need.

What is the kind of leader we really need?  In these chapters today, let’s look at those who would be king and see if he is the one.

1.  The lover Amnon.  He was the heir apparent, the eldest son (II Samuel 3:2).  He “fell in love” with the beautiful Tamar, his half-sister.  Beauty is often a herald of disaster.  It can be wrongly loved and lead to spiritual destruction.  God’s law forbade such incestuous unions.  Amnon’s crime was the spark that exploded in David’s family and led to the deaths of sons and division of the kingdom.  Rape is a horrendous crime.  It takes that symbol of love that God gave us and horribly distorts it.  

After the rape, Amnon casts aside any pretense of love.  Clearly this wasn’t love, but selfishness and violence.  Love is about blessing the other person.  Wrong desires satisfied will not satisfy.  Tamar was now unmarriageable.  She was to live out her days a rejected woman – her life destroyed for the most fleeting of pleasures.  

Sin is deceptive; it will try to tell you lust is love.  A pretty wrapping can conceal a deadly sin.  The Bible is clear, we are a fallen race.  Our desires are disordered and wrong.   Amnon was the heir apparent, but he was never to be king.
2.  The Righteous Absalom.  Absalom sought justice against Amnon over the rape of his sister.  We too want justice to be done, but should Amnon have been killed for his crime?  Old Testament law on incest is complicated.  One who commits it was to be excluded from Israel, but it was not a capital offense.  The crime called for wisdom from the elders in how to deal with it.  Clearly David had not dealt with it.  Justice delayed is justice denied.  Absalom avenged his sister’s honor – but Absalom was not just seeking justice.  

Absalom was David’s third son.  We never hear anything more about the second, so we assume he had died.  With Amnon out of the way, Absalom became the heir apparent to the throne.  Absalom could satisfy his revenge and his ambition at the same time. In Chapter 15, we see the truth of Absalom’s heart as he conspires against his own father.  

Absalom was very handsome and very prideful.  He had a very high opinion of himself – and he sought to sell that opinion to others.  David was aging.  Dissatisfaction with a long-ruling monarch is not unusual, then or today.  Absalom was successful in stealing away the hearts of the people.  

Beware of satisfying your desires for revenge, and calling it justice.  Take the time to pray and seek God’s guidance before taking action.  We often know too little and are not fit to judge with justice.  Vengeance is the Lord’s.

What motivates your service in the church?  Why do you do it?  So it will be seen by others – so you will be noticed?  Pride is an accomplished actor.  Know your own heart.

Absalom had no idea how dangerous his pride was.

As David fled Jerusalem with the coming of Absalom and his army, he sent Hushai to confound the counsel of the trusted adviser Ahithophel.  Why didn’t Absalom see the folly of Hushai’s advice?  Because Absalom thought so highly of himself, and Hushai wisely crafted his advice to take advantage of that.  

Has your pride ever betrayed you?  What are you doing to cultivate humility?  The pride of being right masquerades as biblical authority.  As sinners, we are gifted self-swindlers.  Pride goes hand in hand with self-righteousness.  

The 5th commandment tells us to honor your father and mother.  Consistent with that commandment is the command to honor and submit to those in authority.  Absalom broke both aspects of the command.  Sin is your seizing of the reins – doing what you want, not what God wants.  It is undermining the authority of others.  God has given authorities over us for our good.  Pray for humility so you won’t be self-deceived like Absalom.
3.  The Merciful David.  We read in 13:21 that David was angry.  He cared – yet he did nothing.  He failed to protect and respect his daughter.  He was more like Eli than he would have wanted to admit.  David practiced selective justice.  David’s failure was in his inaction.

After the murder of Amnon, Absalom fled to Geshur – where his mother’s father had been king.  Joab knew that David mourned after his son Absalom – and Joab was a “fixer.”  He arranged for the return of Absalom.  Yet Absalom’s return was not a full return to the king’s favor – and Absalom was not satisfied with that.  Absalom thought he had executed justice – David had failed to exercise justice.  David’s inaction led to the stealing away of the hearts of Israel, and the rebellion led by Absalom.
As Absalom approaches the city, David flees.  The former mighty warrior shows cowardice.  He was cursed by Shimei – and allowed him to continue.  Absalom enters the city and sleeps with his father’s concubines – as prophesied by Nathan after David’s sin with Bathsheba.   
In chapter 18 we see David organizing for battle.  He had left an “intelligence network” to spy the activities of Absalom.  As he prepares his men for battle, he commands them to be gentle with his son.  The battle led to 20,000 casualties and the death of Absalom.  David mourns over the loss of his son.  He recognizes the consequences of his own sin.  David’s sorrow appears to be excessive.  It is possible to love the right things in the wrong amount.  Love as God calls you to love.  Love God first, and all else as gifts of God.  Love rightly ordered leads to best love for God.

Christians speak of sins of omission and commission.  David, at first glance, appears to be merciful, but David was neglecting to do his duty as king.  He had abdicated those duties – the sin of omission.  David was not a perfect king.  He suffered from self-serving inaction.  Perhaps his guilt over Bathsheba prevented him from appropriately exercising justice.  

Beware of a “trust in God” that leads to inactivity.  Don’t use your theology to justify your disobedience, sin of commission or omission.  Don’t falsely attribute your inaction to God’s sovereignty.  If you have been given authority, exercise this gift of God well.  You must be willing to do hard things.  You must be willing to say no.  

Who is the King the people waited for?  

4.  Jesus Christ – the Son of God – the King God’s people have been waiting for.  On the cross, Jesus Christ shows God’s perfect love.  We have been estranged from God due to our sin.  Therefore Christ came.  He was born to die.  He led a perfectly obedient life.  He bore God’s wrath for all who would turn from their sins and trust in Him.  
Jesus Christ is the promised perfect King, the consolation of Israel, Emmanuel – “God with us.”
Have you considered recognizing Jesus Christ as your consolation?  Your King?  Jesus Christ is sovereign.  In II Samuel 17:14, we read of how God had determined Absalom’s destruction.  Absalom plotted, Ahithophel counseled, David planned, Hushai advised – but all this occurred according to the sovereign will of God.  

Jesus Christ is perfect in his justice.  We see the consequences of David’s sin finally revealed.  God will not abdicate His duty to act in righteous judgment.  The Messiah was promised to bring justice.  No one can stand before His perfect justice.  Yet, Christ is also perfect in mercy.  Even though the people rejected God, He sent His Son.  Now is the time for mercy – before justice comes.
Recognize the true, perfect King – the true Savior and Lord.  He alone fully satisfied our desire for true love and mercy.  This God came to Bethlehem to make His blessings flow.

Jesus is the King we need.
