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The only thing that seems eternal on Capitol Hill is economic forecasting. History shows utopian dreams always end. 2009 will end. The Vietnam War, apartheid, slavery in the U. S., etc. all seemed at the time to be unending. Even the Roman Empire finally fell. The end of the world is a popular theme in culture, politics, and even Christian books. In truth, everything ends. The world, the nation, your life could end this week. Endings point us to the unending reality for which we were made. The Bible tells us we are fallen, but bear His image – so we long for more. The Bible is the story of God making us, losing us to sin, and bringing us back to Himself. There are also many smaller stories in the Bible. In II Samuel we read of the reign of King David. We see David’s life and experience, his relationship with God, and his service to his people.
1. David’s God.
Samuel is full of great characters… Hannah, Eli, Samuel, Saul, Joab, and David, the star of the book. But the real star of the book is the Lord. David is mighty only because he trusts in the Lord. God is still the King even when people reject Him.

In chapter 23, we see stories of mighty men. Even here, we see the Lord is behind their might. The God of the Bible is sovereign, rules over all, and is good. Even David’s pride is used by God to teach Israel. God chose to be in a special relationship with Israel.

In chapter 21, there is a reference back to Joshua 9. Joshua made a covenant with the Gibeonites. Saul wrongly tried to kill them.

Israel was like a rolling preview of God’s final judgment in order to bring through them the Messiah of the whole world. Israel had a unique mission. After the Messiah came, there was no need for a nation with that role. We know as Christians that we cannot convert men by the sword. Only God can change people by giving them new hearts. We are to be bringers of the Gospel of truth – that we are all sinners who need to repent and trust in Christ for our salvation. God is a merciful God and is to be trusted upon, worshipped, and obeyed.

2. David’s roles.
David was a prophet, priest, and king in order to bless the people and portray a greater One to come.

Chapter 22 is a psalm that refers back to I Samuel, when David is fleeing Saul. In chapter 22, David tells us about God. The core of worship is speaking the truth about God. Listen to God and His Word and believe it. God used David (23:2) as a prophet. David was also a priest, as shown in chapters 23 and 24. God tells David to build an altar and make sacrifices. And David was a king (22:43). These enemies were God’s enemies. Israel is displaying God’s final judgment. David was used by God as a special instrument to display God’s judgment.

In II Samuel 23:1 – 7, we see a building up in the last words of David. Authority models God; good authority is glorious and brings blessings upon those served by it.
As an aside:
1.  Good government will reflect the character of God. Even non-Christians who govern justly reflect the truth of God. When government works well, it blesses the people beneath it.

2. Christians, be aware that we may soon no longer be found useful to America. Early presidents thought Christianity was useful; even skeptics thought so. Remember our allegiances are ultimately to God, even when our morality is no longer desired. This world is not our home. 

3.  David’s pride.
The reference to keeping from sin in II Samuel 22:21 – 25 references his relationship with Saul. He was blameless in the way he responded to Saul’s persecution.

But he was a proud man. He shows this later in his life when he was in power. In 24:3, even Joab is surprised David wants to do this. David wanted to know how strong he was. To him, number of men equaled power. Not true!  Number of men had never been a source of David’s power. He was relying on his own strength rather than the Lord’s. Is it sinful to take a census? No. Here they were encouraged to boast about their numbers. It is how the counting is done that reveals the heart. Churches should take heed. Pride is sinful. Dissatisfactions are related to pride. Attack pride! Satan is trying to use you. What marvelous privileges God has entrusted to us! May God humble us by His blessings, recognizing they are His.

4.  David’s Savior, Jesus Christ.
We are not normally held accountable for someone else’s sin. We will bear responsibility before God for our own sins. We will bear the penalty unless Jesus Christ bears it for us because we have trusted in Him. 
Substituitionary atonement is seen here in David (23:17). David prefigures Christ here. Except that with Christ, the innocent bears the sin and the guilty go free. David knew he was rescued by God’s grace (22:17 – 20), as he had been delivered time and again by God, not himself.
How are sinners to be saved from the wrath of a just God? In 23:5, David knew he would be delivered by God’s promise to him. God’s promises to us will not fail. In 22:10, we see a description of Christ. How will God save us? The passage doesn’t tell us outright, but dying on a hill because of the sins of others is a hint in 21:9.
Our lives will end. Christians, because of Christ’s work on the cross, our punishment ends there. We will only know the joy of being with the Lord. Christ came to fulfill hopes and dreams and promises. Jesus Christ is the promised Priest, Prophet, and King. From His birth to His crucifixion, He was not recognized as a King, but He wasn’t any less a King because of it. The Bible tells us Jesus is the great promised King. God’s purpose is to be glorified. Earthly kings fail, but God’s purposes stand. Are you prepared to live forever under God’s rule? We get some glimpses of His glory here. Are you any closer to your goals at the end of this year? Do you know Christ? Have you repented of your sins and trusted in Him alone for your salvation? Are you prepared to meet God? Let this be your New Year’s resolution, to take Christ as your King. He is what you need. His kingdom will never end.

