Capitol Hill Baptist Church

Core Seminars: How to Study the Bible

Quotations and Allusions-The Value of What Others Have Said and Understood

Introduction

The Bible is full of quotations and allusions to itself. These devices add to the beauty and intricacy of the Bible, but they also encourage learning and trust. Quotations and Allusions are not only an important tool to understanding specific texts in and of themselves, but they help us to see and understand that crimson thread that we’ve talked about and how all of Scripture points to Christ. 

Outline:

I.  Quotations: Often, the biblical writers will quote other passages of Scripture; they do this for three reasons:

· Fortify their argument by appealing to accepted truth ... 
· Demonstrate the connectedness and coherency of Scripture ...
· Foster the understanding that this new teaching is Scripture too ...
A.  Recognizing quotations and using them to improve your Bible study:

· Look for, “as it is written,” “It has been said,” etc.

· Look up the original and read the quotation in context to get the full meaning

· Meditate on how the author is using this passage to “unpack” his point

B. Example One: Luke 4.16-21 & Isaiah 61.1-2
**Have class look up Isaiah 61.1-2**

Luke 4.16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. 17The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 

 18"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

      because he has anointed me 

      to preach good news to the poor. 

  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

      and recovery of sight for the blind, 

   to release the oppressed, 

  19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
 20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."
Isaiah 61.1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 

       because the LORD has anointed me 

       to preach good news to the poor. 

       He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

       to proclaim freedom for the captives 

       and release from darkness for the prisoners,  

2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor 

       and the day of vengeance of our God, 

       to comfort all who mourn,

1. What difference do you see here between the two passages?
2. Why do you think Jesus did not quote the rest of the passage, “...And the day of vengeance of our God?”
3. How does that help us to understand the ministry of Jesus?
-For those people, this was an astounding claim he was making. You can tell that based on vs. 20 in which Luke writes that “the eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened to him…” He’s basically saying, "Hey, you know that conquering ruler who you guys are waiting for? The one who will bring a final peace, justice, healing, and righteousness to the earth? Conquering all the foes of God and God's people?  Yeah, that's me. I'm that guy."
-This is the year to rejoice. Christ came into the world so that in 2010 we could be set free, given eyes to see, and seek to lead others to repentance. He will come again in judgment and he is explicit about that in a number of other passages. But this year is the year to rejoice.

C. Example Two: John 19.31-37 & Exodus 12.43-47/Zechariah 12.10

** Have class look up Exodus 12.43-47 and then Zechariah 12.10-13.1**
John 19.31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be broken," 37and, as another scripture says, "They will look on the one they have pierced."
Exodus 12.43 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "These are the regulations for the Passover: "No foreigner is to eat of it. 44 Any slave you have bought may eat of it after you have circumcised him, 45 but a temporary resident and a hired worker may not eat of it. 46 "It must be eaten inside one house; take none of the meat outside the house. Do not break any of the bones. 47 The whole community of Israel must celebrate it.

Zechariah 12.10 And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.
13.1 On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity.


1. How does the original context of this quote effect your study of John’s passage?
-Christ fulfills the Passover. His death is the one that was finally offered so that God’s judgment would pass over us.

2. Turn to Zechariah 12.10. Read through 13.1. How does the context of this passage help us?

-Christ’s death not only spares us from judgment but it also cleanses us from our sin. And though textually, I’m not sure we can make the connection here, we know from other passages that we are spared because God is now able to see us without sin.

Summary: Do you see how John beautifully pulls in the OT into the NT. He also is able to succinctly and beautifully give the purpose of God’s purpose in Christ’s death.
D. Example Three: John 12.36b-42 & Isaiah 53.1 & 6.10
**HAVE EVERYONE TURN TO JOHN 12**

	John 12.36b When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hit himself from them. 37 Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him. 38This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet: 

  "Lord, who has believed our message 

      and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?" 

39For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere: 

 40"He has blinded their eyes [outside] 

      and deadened their hearts [inside], 

   so they can neither see with their eyes [outside], 

      nor understand with their hearts [inside], 

      nor turn—and I would heal them." 41 Isaiah said this [“these things”-ESV] because he saw Jesus' glory and spoke about him. 

42 Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; 43for they loved praise[“glory”-ESV] from men more than praise [“glory”-ESV] from God.


	Isaiah 53.1 Who has believed our message 

and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?

Isaiah 6.10 Make the 1heart of this people calloused; 

       make their 2ears dull 

       and close their 3eyes.

       Otherwise they might see with their 3eyes, 

       hear with their 2ears, 

       understand with their 1hearts, 

       and turn and be healed."


Chapter 12 of John gives us the presentation of Christ as the king and the suffering servant. And then let’s pick up in verse 23.

1. How do verses 36b-37 set up well a quote from the OT? What in verse 37 in particular reminds you of the OT?

-Despite all the miraculous sins, they were still unable to believe in him. Despite all that God did for Israel throughout their history, they simply were unable to believe. Moses makes a note of this in Deut. 29. Turn there and look at verses 2-4: “Moses summoned all the Israelites and said to them: Your eyes have seen all that the LORD did in Egypt to Pharaoh, to all his officials and to all his land. 3 With your own eyes you saw those great trials, those miraculous signs and great wonders. 4 But to this day the LORD has not given you a mind [heart] that understands or eyes that see or ears that hear.” Bottom Line: We’ve seen this before. 

2. Let’s turn to Isaiah 53. First, do we see any differences between the original and the quoted version? 



-No.

3. What do we see as the context of the Isaiah passage, particularly from verse 1-12?

-We’re shown a description of a shocking and vivid description of how the servant would die and why.

4. And what about that phrase, “arm of the Lord”? Do you know what that means? What is particularly striking about its usage here?



-It’s the power or strength of the Lord

-It doesn’t make sense that God’s power would be displayed in this kind of suffering servant. To us, power would imply the opposite. A truly powerful king with would cause this kind of suffering on his enemies, not the other way around. Can you see why one of the recurring themes of the gospels is the expectation of a king who would conquer? Remember the scoffers while Christ was on the cross saying from Matthew 27 that if he is truly the King of Israel, he should come down from the cross and then they would believe him. Do you think they would? Did they believe him when he performed all the miraculous signs before he died? 1 Cor. 1.18: “18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”
**Turn to Isaiah 6**
5. What differences do we see between the second quote in John and the Isaiah 6 passage?

-In Isaiah, you see that he lists the heart, ears, and eyes, and then eyes, ears and hearts, but John leaves out the ears. And he starts and then notes the heart. So he’s going from what they can’t see on the outside (like miraculous signs), and then focuses on the inside.

-The passage in John makes it more explicit that God is the one doing the hardening by stating that “He has” rather than saying to Isaiah, “Make the heart.” Likewise, at the end of the 12.40, it states, “…I would heal them” rather than, “turn and be healed.”

6. How does verse 41 help us to understand why John is quoting these passages from Isaiah (and the reason we know he’s referring to both passages is because if you check the ESV, you see that the literal translation is “these things”)?


-First, he’s making the amazing claim that Isaiah is talking about Christ.

-But he’s also giving the reason, right? Notice the linking word, ‘because’? 
God uses his glory as displayed in his Suffering Servant to both harden (those who don’t believe in him even with the miraculous signs) and soften, is is the case for Isaiah. God’s free offer of mercy through brutal death of his son, Jesus, actually serves to harden the hearts of his enemies! As one of the early church father’s puts it, “The same sun that melts wax, hardens clay” (Origen On First Principles 3.1.11).

7. Quickly, looking at verses 42 & 43, how does John assign the human culpability side of these unbeliever’s unbelief?

-Again, look at the linking word at the beginning of verse 43, “for they loved praise (lit. “glory” - ESV) from men more than the praise (lit. “glory” - ESV) from God.” It when they (we) seek “glory” or “praise” from men that serves to harden our hearts. Makes you want to deal with any fear of man issues, doesn’t it?
Summary: Do you see how studying these quotes are worth the extra time? Summarize what did we learned by looking more closely at these two texts from Isaiah? –Certainly, we learned that the description of the Suffering Servant was about Christ. God is showing how all of his word connects together. Like in the previous example, this one of many places where John looks back at that crimson thread in the OT and pulls it forward into the NT. “You know the prophet Isaiah? God predicted through him that your hearts would be hardened? Not only that, he predicted Christ would suffer. Not only that he predicted that it would be through that suffering that your hearts would be hardened.”



II.  Allusions: Allusions can be more difficult to identify because the author does not tell the reader that he is appealing to something else. How can you try to discern whether an allusion is real since without a lead-in like “It is written”? First, we need to understand and know our OT. Even if you don’t have it memorized, the careful study of the OT will help you to know the recurring themes and patterns and words and phrases. Second, to stay on the more careful side of things, pay attention to whether words or the way a particular phrase is worded is more or less common. So just because Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey, doesn’t mean that ever reference to a donkey in the OT is being alluded to. But the more unusual or unique expressions, like “a sheep without a shepherd”, you may want to take some time to look into it.
A.  Biblical allusions are helpful because they use scripture to subtly echo the Bible’s themes and messages so that, as we read more and more of God’s Word, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we begin to see the coherence of the narrative. In a sense, you could look it like the repetition tool that we looked at a few weeks ago, but rather than just a single verse or passage, or book, the entire bible is in play.
B.  Example One: Mark 12.1 & Isaiah 5.1-2

** Have class look up Isaiah 5.1-2

 Isaiah 12.1 I will sing for the one I love 

       a song about his vineyard: 

       My loved one had a vineyard 

       on a fertile hillside.

 2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones 

       and planted it with the choicest vines. 

       He built a watchtower in it 

       and cut out a winepress as well. 

       Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, 

       but it yielded only bad fruit.

A first-century Jew would likely have recognized Jesus’ allusion to the prophet as soon as he said it ... Drawing their attention and inherently aligning his teaching with the Jewish Scriptures
C.  Example Two: The Covenant with Abraham (a prevalent allusion): Throughout Scripture OT and NT writers alike allude to Abraham and God’s promise to this patriarch ... Why is this so common?

1.  Abraham is promised three things by God:

a)  Many descendants

b)  A land for them to live in

c)  God will bless them and others through them

These promises are key to understanding God’s plan for how he will restore humanity to himself. Therefore, it makes sense that God would allude to them regularly throughout the rest of the OT and even the entire Bible. 

2.  Where do some places that we see these allusions? (assign passages and have them read in order)

a)  Genesis 26.3-4

b)  Genesis 28.13-14

c)  Exodus 2.24

d)  Deuteronomy 9.27

e)  I Chronicles 27.23

f)  Galatians 3.29

3. What strikes you when you hear the allusions together? What purpose does it serve to have this covenant referenced throughout the rest of Scripture?
-Seeing God’s promise to Abraham fulfilled demonstrates God’s faithfulness and his compassion to his people. He is always faithful to keep his promises and is therefore worthy to be trusted.
D.  Example Three: The Dedication of the Temple (Ezra 3.10-13 & 2 Chron. 5.13): 
**Turn to 2 Chron. 5.13**

The book of Ezra records Israel’s return from the Babylonian exile and, among other things, the laying of the second temple’s foundation:

Ezra 3.10 When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in their vestments and with trumpets, and the Levites (the sons of Asaph) with cymbals, took their places to praise the LORD, as prescribed by David king of Israel. 11 With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the LORD: 

       "He is good; 

       his love to Israel endures forever." 
      And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. 12 But many of the older priests and Levites and family heads, who had seen the former temple, wept aloud when they saw the foundation of this temple being laid, while many others shouted for joy. 13 No one could distinguish the sound of the shouts of joy from the sound of weeping, because the people made so much noise. And the sound was heard far away.

1. Why are the older Israelites weeping? What makes them different than the others? (They “had seen the former Temple”)
2. Why does that make a difference? 
3. What can we learn from reviewing the original dedication of the Temple in 2 Chronicles 5.13-14?
2 Chronicles 5.13 The trumpeters and singers joined in unison, as with one voice, to give praise and thanks to the LORD. Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals and other instruments, they raised their voices in praise to the LORD and sang: 

       "He is good; 

       his love endures forever." 

      Then the temple of the LORD was filled with a cloud, 14 and the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the temple of God.

4. How does this help you understand the Ezra passage better?
-“In Ezra there is no glory. No cloud of God’s presence descends. No surprise then that there is no weeping. A temple w/out God’s glory is really only a shell.”

5. Where is Christ in the midst of these Temple passages? 
-“While in Ezra’s day it was right for the Israelites to build the temple, this allusion to 2 Chronicles makes us look and long for the time God’s temple will be fully restored – the day his glory comes to it. That is the note on which the OT closes, pointing us forward to the future day – the day the glory did come to God’s temple. Not in a cloud, but in the person of a Nazarene carpenter, of whom John wrote, “We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1.14).
Any Questions or Comments?

Conclusion: 
Because the Bible has one ultimate author, the only Living God, it is internally consistent and capable of appealing to itself as truth is being revealed by the Holy Spirit. The quotations and allusions employed in Scripture not only remind us of God’s wisdom, but they also are a reinforcing tool to ensure readers encounter the key themes of God’s word over and over again. Most importantly, they help us to see how all of Scripture points to Christ. 
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