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Commentaries: Benefiting From Others
“Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.” Acts 17:11
I. How are commentaries useful?
A. Provide historical/background information
B. Word studies
I. Marks of a good commentary
A. Is the commentary exegetical (a study of a text), homiletical (a sermon in print), or both?
B. Is the commentary based on the original language? Does the author have a working knowledge of Greek or Hebrew, and are the original languages the real source of his comments? 
A. When the text has more than one possible meaning, does the author discuss all possible meanings and then give clear reasons for his interpretive choice?
D. Does the author discuss a textual critical problem? In other words, when you notice in your margin “some manuscripts do not include . . .” does the author bring it up? 
E. Does the author offer important historical background of the text in important places? 
F. Does the author give you bibliographic information so that you can engage in further study? 
G. Does the introduction to the commentary give you enough historical information so that you can have a good sense of the occasion of the book?
III. Common mistakes with commentaries
A. We go to them too soon
B. We use too few commentaries
C. We may use too many commentaries
D. We may rely on one commentary too heavily
E. We are afraid to disagree with them
F. We take their word for it
G. We may not be as diligent as we need to be in selecting our commentaries (often the result of a lack of information, not a desire to be misled)
IV. Using commentaries
A. Have an agenda
B. Look for answers to your questions
C. Note observations that you missed
D. Reassess the passage using the insight you have gained from the commentary

