Commentaries and Other Resources

A common practice among many Christians is the use of Bible commentaries. Many rely heavily upon some of the more popular Bible commentaries and famous footnotes. In many cases, the reason why others rely so heavily upon commentaries is because people do not want to put the time and diligence into studying the Scriptures for themselves. Your Bible study should never be a product of someone else's Bible commentary though.

The Right Way To Use Bible Commentaries

When it comes to Bible commentaries, there is a right way to study the Bible and a wrong way to study the Bible.

The right way, involves prayer, reading, re-reading, research (due diligence), some critical thinking, and some more prayer. Bible commentaries can be helpful resources to use during the later portions of your research. It can be good to read and find out what somebody else has to say about the portions of Scripture that you have studied.

Some Bible commentaries contain insights that you may not have tapped into. You may come across another interesting perspective that you didn't see yourself. Having a broader perspective can be a blessing when it comes to teaching Bible lessons for practical real world application.

That is what Bible commentaries are for. They should be an afterthought or addition to your study.

The Wrong Way To Use Bible Commentaries

The wrong way, and maybe more common way to utilize Bible commentaries is to use them as source material for your research for the sake of interpretation. There is no problem with citing a quote or a reference to somebody else's Bible study notes or commentary, but to rely upon someone else's interpretation can be both misleading and dangerous for teachers. 
If you want to study the Bible and interpret Scripture, I would encourage you not to even open a commentary until you have spent a considerable amount of time praying, reading, re-reading, doing your own due diligence, and preparing study notes that answer any relevant questions you have asked during the study. Otherwise, you may be tempted like so many people are in our busy fast-paced societies today to skip all those important steps and take the commentator's word as authoritative.

It really doesn't matter if the commentator is famous or well known, they are still men like you and I. Though there maybe valuable insights that can be a blessing to commentary readers, the true Teacher of the Scriptures is the Holy Spirit.

Within the pages of great commentaries by authors of great notoriety are also person opinions and misinterpretations. Do not trust Bible commentaries as an authority. The Bible is the only infallible and inspired Word of God. The only collection of texts that you study as authoritative when it comes to studying the Bible is the Bible itself.

**Walk through some of the most reliable and accessible 

Other Resource

Bible Encyclopedias: 

Bible encyclopedias contain articles and definitions to thousands of words and terms used in Scripture. Entries include full historical references such as date, religious environment, family life, customs, language, and literature. All encyclopedia terms are cross-referenced and linked to the verses where they are found to help understand the full meaning of the word in context to its use in specific verses of the Bible.

Bible Dictionaries:

A Bible Dictionary is a lot like dictionaries you already know about - except that the entries (words) are words that might be meaningful for the study of the Bible. A Bible Dictionary has entries for Biblical people (like David, Abraham, Moses, Jesus) - Biblical places (Jerusalem, Rome, Babylon, etc) - Biblical concepts (like faith, repentance, sacrifice) - Biblical events (like the fall of Jerusalem, the Babylonian Exile, the Resurrection of Jesus) - and other types of information may be presented as well: outlines of Bible books, pictures, charts, diagrams, and the like. The entries are usually brief - especially if the dictionary is only one volume - so if you need more in-depth information, you need to check a Bible Encyclopedia, which is a lot like a Bible Dictionary, except that the entries are more lengthy and may also include lists of other references to consult on the subject (Bibliographies).
Why use a Bible Dictionary (or Bible Encyclopedia)? Its primary use is in researching specific Biblical subjects. A good Bible Dictionary will give you the essential facts, presented briefly; the Bible Encyclopedia will usually provide much more detail. Many commentaries and study Bibles may only deal with certain topics/subjects in passing. When you need to explore a topic in more detail, consult a dictionary or encyclopedia entry on the subject.
