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Core Seminars: How to Study the Bible

Class Thirteen: Bringing It All Together

Using Psalm 33.1-9 as an example, this class will walk the class through the text leveraging all of the previously discussed Bible study tools. A guide can be found in chapter 18 of Beynon’s and Sach’s, Digging Deeper! Tools to Unearth the Bible’s Treasure.
Read all of Psalm 33
Tone and Feel:

· What would you say is the tone or feel of verses 1-9? Why?
· What would you say is the Author’s intent?
Genre:

· What Genre is this? Why do you say this?
Quotation/Allusion Tool:

· Verse six harkens back to Genesis 1.3 ... Talk about that 
· How does this impact your understanding of the passage?
Translation Tool:

· Verse 7: The ESV says the sea is gathered into a “heap.” The NIV made a rational choice to use jars since water does not gather into heaps; however, the Hebrew word is “heaps” and there are two other OT “heaps of water,” both of them in the context of God providing safe passage for his people on their journey out of slavery in Egypt and into the promised land.
“At the blast of Your nostrils the waters were piled up,

  The flowing waters stood up like a heap.” (Exodus 15.8; NASB)

“Now the Jordan is in flood all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away ... So the people crossed over opposite Jericho.” (Joshua 3.15-16)

· What, if any, impact does this have on your thinking?
Parallels Tool:

· What parallels do you see?
· Verse 4: You might expect the second line to say that God is faithful in all he says. But instead, the author parallels a statement about God’s word with a statement about his action. That is because God acts by speaking as we’ve noted already
· Verse 6: “breath” and “spirit”
· Verse 8: Fear and reverence
Repetition Tool:

· What do you see coming up multiple times? (God’s word or the fact that he speaks; his creation)
Linking Words:

Let all the earth fear the Lord; 

  let all the people of the world revere him.

For he spoke, and it came to be;

  he commanded, and it stood firm (8-9)

The imperative to praise/fear God with a reason for doing so, namely that God made everything by speaking

Structure:

· What structure do you see?
Verses 1-3
Instruction to praise God

Verses 4-7
Reason: He is the Creator

Verse 8

Instruction to revere God

Verse 9

Reason: He is the Creator

Bible Timeline Tool?

· We’re being told something timeless about God
Conclusion:

