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What is the Bible and How Should We Approach It?

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2.15)

I. The Bible is a divine book and a human book
A. A divine book: 
1. God is the direct and ultimate author of Scripture
2. Four implications of the Bible’s divine authorship
B. A human book: 
1. Scripture was written by particular people, at a particular time, in a particular place, for a particular reason
2. Verbal-Plenary Inspiration
II. Biblical Theology
A. What is it?
“It is important to locate a passage in its place in redemptive history ... This means more than organizing the historical material of the Bible into its chronological sequence, though it does not mean less. It means trying to understand the theological nature of the sequence.” 

B. What role does it play in Bible study?
C. The relationship between Biblical Theology and Systematic Theology
III. Inductive Bible Study: An Introduction
A. Inductive reasoning is ...
B. Deductive reasoning is ...
C. Inductive Bible study is superior because ...
D. The three steps of Inductive Bible Study
1. Observe
2. Interpret
3. Apply
� Don Carson, How to Interpret the Bible, New Bible Commentary--21st Century Edition, 2002






