Capitol Hill Baptist Church
Core Seminars: How to Study the Bible

 

Handout 1: Inductive Bible Study Primer
Handout 2: Class Handout 

 

What Is The Bible And How Should We Approach It?
 
“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2.15)

 
Introduction
Imagine a friend asks you, “Why do you bother reading the bible? Isn’t it out of date?” How would you respond? Regular bible reading and study are among the most fundamental Christian disciplines. In his wisdom and kindness, God has revealed himself to us in his word and he now calls us to know him, saying, “Come, let us reason together.”[1] But as the verse at the top of your handout says, we must make sure that we handle these words of truth correctly. This requires deliberate thought and practice when it comes to studying the bible—and that is what this course is designed to help you do.

 

Lord willing, over the next 13 weeks we will be examining a series of interpretive tools that will facilitate your ability to read, interpret and apply the Bible. We will consider the importance of context, the function of form, the influence of genre and several other issues. But before we look at these tools we must first lay a foundational understanding of what the Bible is and how we should approach it. We also should establish two guide posts—Biblical theology and inductive study method—to serve as boundaries so that we can be sure our Bible study reaps the full benefits of the richness of God in his word.

 

Outline
I.           The Bible is a divine book and a human book
A.     The Bible is a divine book

1.      God is the direct and ultimate author of Scripture

a)      2 Tim. 3.16
b)      Matt. 19.4-5

c)      John 16.12-14

 

2.      Four implications of divine inspiration

a)      The Bible is alive (Heb. 4.12)

b)      The Bible is true and without error (Ps 12.6, Ps. 119.160)

c)      The Holy Spirit is essential for understanding Scripture (I Cor. 2.14)

d)      The Bible is authoritative (John 10.27)

 

B.     The Bible is a human book

1.      The Bible was written by particular people, at a particular time, in a particular place, for a particular reason

a)      “I, Daniel, was exhausted and lay ill for several days ...” (Dan. 8.27)

b)      “The words of the Teacher, son of David, king of Jerusalem ...” (Ecc. 1.1)

c)      “When you come, bring the cloak ...” (2 Tim. 4.13)

2.      Verbal-plenary inspiration: “God so moved the authors of Scripture that the resulting product [every word] was the Word of God written, totally without error in the autographs, in every area including theology, history, geography, and science.”[2]
a)      Act. 4.25
b)      2 Peter 1.21
c)      Jer. 1.9

 

II.        Biblical Theology: Understanding God’s Word Within His Grand Narrative
A.     What is Biblical theology?

1.      Biblical theology seeks to understand the Bible through the lens of God’s progressive revelation, particularly focusing on the Old Testament’s forecasting of God’s redemption of His people through the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.

2.      “It is important to locate a passage in its place in redemptive history ... This means more than organizing the historical material of the Bible into its chronological sequence, though it does not mean less. It means trying to understand the theological nature of the sequence.”[3]
B.     What role should Biblical theology have in our study of the Bible?

C.     What is the relationship between Biblical theology and systematic theology?

1.      Complementary, not contradictory

2.      Both are essential for mature understanding

III.             Inductive Bible Study: An Introduction
A.     Inductive vs. Deductive reasoning

1.      Inductive reasoning uses a series of specific observations to formulate general conclusions. For example:

a)                  All ice I have ever touched is cold

b)                  Therefore, all ice is cold

 

2.      Deductive reasoning begins with assumed premises and then logically argues a conclusion from there. For example:

a)                  All men are mortal

b)                  Jesus is a man

c)                  Therefore, Jesus is a mortal

 

3.      All though imperfect—because there are an infinite number of “instances”—inductive thought is a superior form of study because it is less susceptible to our personal biases.

B.                 How Inductive Bible Study Works:

1.      Observe: Read the passage, asking Who? What? When? Where? Why? and How? These questions help us to generate a firm understanding of the passage’s origin, context, and purpose so that you know what the words say.

2.      Interpret: Using your observations, now determine what the words mean, using six guiding rules:

a)                  Context rules

b)                  Seek the full counsel of God’s word

c)                  Scripture never contradicts itself

d)                  Don’t rely on obscure passages

e)                  Interpret literally unless there is good reason to do otherwise (i.e. Revelation, parables, etc.)

f)                    Look for the single meaning of the passage

 

3.      Apply: Having accurately observed and faithfully interpreted the passage, diligently apply God’s word by prayerfully asking the Lord to highlight areas where your thinking and behavior have not conformed to this truth and ask for God’s grace to correct this pattern.

Conclusion
The word of God is exactly that—the word of God given to man by the divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Within its pages is everything we need to know to be reconciled to God and live a faithful life in his service. To see these things we must continually seek his guidance and responsibly handle this great revelation.
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