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Class Two-Translations: Words Matter ... Most of the Time
“Your word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.” 

(Psalm 119.89)

I. The Spectrum of Translation
A. The Old Testament was orig[image: image1]inally written in Hebrew (with a few passages in Aramaic) and the New Testament was written in Greek. While a knowledge of these languages can be helpful, modern translations of the Bible into English contain all that is needed to read, understand, study, and teach the full depth of God’s word.
B. The Two Schools of Translation:
1. Literal:
a) Advantages:
b) Challenges:
“Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain.” (Genesis 4.1; ESV)
Compared to ...

“Now Adam slept with his wife, Eve, and she became pregnant. When the time came, she gave birth to Cain.” (Genesis 4.1; NLT)
2. Dynamic-Equivalent
a) Advantages:
b) Challenges:
 14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. 15 So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH." 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness ... (Romans 1.14-18;NASB)
C. The Reliability of Scripture
1. Do we have the Bible that the authors wrote down?
2. Three criteria for assessing the reliability of ancient texts:
3. How the Bible compares
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� Adapted from W. Gary Phillips & William E. Brown, Making Sense of Your World: A Biblical Worldview, pp. 121, Sheffield Publishing Co.,1991.






