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Genre: How Do I Understand This?

“I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.” (1 John 5.13)

I. What is “genre?”
A. Definition:
B. The Primary genres in scripture are:
	Biblical Genres

	Genre
	Book

	Historical Narrative/Epic
	Genesis, Exodus (first half), Numbers, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I and II Samuel, I and II Kings, I and II Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Jonah

	Law
	Exodus (last half), Leviticus, Deuteronomy

	Wisdom
	Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes

	Poetry
	Psalms, Song of Solomon, Lamentations

	Prophecy
	Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

	Apocalyptic
	Daniel, Revelation of John

	Gospel
	Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts

	Epistle
	Romans, I and II Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, I and II Thessalonians, I and II Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, I and II Peter, I, II and III John, Jude


II. In Biblical studies, genres are usually associated with whole books of the Bible, because each of its books comprises a complete textual unit; however, a book may be internally composed of a variety of styles, forms, and so forth, and thus bear the characteristics of more than one genre (for example, chapter 1 of the book of Revelation is prophetic/visionary; chapters 2 and 3 are similar to the epistle genre)

III. Exodus 15.11

“Who among the gods is like you, O Lord?

who is like you—

majestic in holiness,

awesome in glory,

working wonders?”

IV. Samuel 12.1-6

V. Matthew 14.6-11



































