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Purpose and Context: What Does It All Mean?

“I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.” (1 John 5.13)

I. The Author’s Purpose
A. Each book of the Bible has a specefic intention. If we gain some insight, but miss this intention, we have not really understood Scripture.
1. The writer’s purpose is God’s purpose
2. Sometimes the author tells us why he is writing:
a) John 20.30-31, “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”
b) Luke 1.1-4
c) I John 5.13
3. What to do when the author does not tell us his intention:
a) Four questions for NT epistles & OT prophets
(1) Who is writing to whom?
(2) What is the situation of the author and reader?
(3) Are there any problems or issus explicity identified as things to be addressed?
(4) Are certain things repeated or is there a central idea that holds everything together?
b) When dealing with narratives, focus on what the author puts in and leaves out of the text to understand his purpose
c) Other books (e.g. Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, etc.) may prove more difficult ... search for dominate themes and hints of what the author is concerned about
II. Context
A. The Bible should be read like a novel, not an encyclopedia
1. Verses, chapters, and books are connected to form a single narrative
2. We should ask how this passage fits into what comes before and after
          Figure 1: Levels of context

3. Class exercise: John 3.16
a) Sentence:
b) Paragraph:
c) Chapter:
d) Book:
e) Bible:
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� Taken from Nigel Beynon and Andrew Sach, Digging Deeper: Tools to unearth the Bible’s Treasure, pp. 37, Inter-Varsity Press, 2005






