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CORE SEMINARS







Class Three-Structure and Parallels: The Function of Form
“And God spoke all these words ...” (Exodus 20.1)

I. Structure
A. Two questions for understanding a passage’s structure
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B. Sometimes structure is clear
1. John 1.19-51
2. Isaiah 40.3-11
C. Sometimes we have to use clues
1. Narratives
2. Dialogues
3. Arguments
4. Thematic divisions
D. Putting it all back together
1. Summarize sections
2. What holds them together?
E. Two common structures
1. Bookends and Sandwiches
Example: “Through him and for his name’s sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith.” (Romans 1.5)

“... But now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the Eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him.” (Romans 16.26)

Example: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven ...” (Matthew 5.3)

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5.10)

2. Chiasm
Example: Genesis 11--The Tower of Babble

Now the whole world


had one language and a common speech ...



they found a plain in Shinar and settled there.




They said to each other, “Come, let us make




bricks ...”





Then they said, “Come, let us build 





ourselves a city, with a tower ...






But the Lord came down




to see the city and the tower that the





men were building ...




The Lord said, “Come, let us go down and




confuse ...”



It was called Babel--because there


the Lord confused the language

of the whole world
**Other Chiasms in Scripture: Daniel 2-7 (chapter chiasm),  John 1.1-2, and Jonah 1.4-15

II. Parallels
A. Hebrew poetry uses two types of parallelism
1. Antithetical
Example: “A fool gives full vent to his anger,

but a wise man keeps himself under control.” (Proverbs 29.11)

2. Chiastic
Example: “The torrent would have gone



over us;



Then over us


      would have gone the raging waters.” (Psalm

                  124.4-5)

B. Parallelism can be very important for understanding a passage


Example: 2 Timothy 2.13




      “If we are faithless, 




   
he will remain faithful





for he cannot disown himself.”



Context: 2 Timothy 2.11-13

“Here is a trustworthy saying: 

  If we died with him, 

    we will also live with him; 

  if we endure, 

     we will also reign with him. 

  If we disown him, 

     he will also disown us; 

  if we are faithless, 

     he will remain faithful, 

     for he cannot disown himself.” 










