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“...And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘Out of Egypt I called my son.’” (Matthew 2.15)
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Introduction

The image at the top of your handout is a picture of ”La Guernica,” one of Picasso’s most famous paintings. The original is more than 11 feet tall and 25 feet wide. What is going on here? How can we possibly make sense of this? Would it not be great to have Picasso himself here to explain La Guernica? Unfortunately, that is not possible; however, let’s see if your perspective of this painting changes as I fill you in on some of the story behind the image

In 1937, during the Spanish Civil War, 28 Nazi planes bombed the Spanish town of La Guernica (at the request of Franco) killing hundreds of people. That year the Spanish government had commissioned Picasso to paint a large mural for the World’s Fair in Paris and within 15 days of the attack, Picasso began painting this mural. The choice to paint in black and white conveys the chronological nearness of a newspaper photograph and the lifelessness war affords.

Does that help make a little more sense of this image? Sometimes reading the bible can be confusing like this picture ... there are a series of statements, actions, “images,” actors, etc. that we have to arrange and put into order so that we understand how they all fit together. Thankfully, Scripture also includes comments by the authors that help explain these things. This is particularly helpful in Narratives. So today, we are going to work through some examples of Narrator comments to see how they help and how we can leverage this tool to gain insight into God’s word.

Outline:

Example One: Matthew 2.13-15

13When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. "Get up," he said, "take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him." 14So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: "Out of Egypt I called my son."
Where can we go from here?
-The most obvious thing we see is that God fulfills his promises. He promised a Messiah in the OT, and now we are witnessing the first days of that promise becoming a reality.

-You can also turn to the book of Hosea. One of the tools we’ll discuss later in this course is quotations and allusions. The basic gist of this tool is that when a passage is quoted or referenced in the NT, it’s always a good idea to look at the context of the passage being quoted. Often times, the author has more in mind for the reader to understand than just that specific quote.

· Turn to Hosea 11. What do you notice about Matthew’s comment and quote and how it influences our understanding of this passage?
-He is referencing the first exodus of Israel out of Egypt ( Matthew points to Jesus as the one by whom the new Exodus is coming.

-Note the context of the book of Hosea as a whole – 11 verse 1 comes in the midst of a storm of vivid descriptions of Israel’s adultery, both literal and spiritual. We are not sweet, compliant, and faithful people – with maybe a little bit of sin -- the way that Mary and Joseph are portrayed. We are spiritually adulterous, sacrificing to the Baals of our day (Hos. 11.2). We desperately need this Messiah and should be filled with gratitude every time we think of our own exodus brought about through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.

-Speaking of Egypt, last week we looked at the context tool. If you look at the immediate context of verse 15, you see in verse 16 that Herod orders the murder of all boys, 2 and under. You can’t help but think of Pharaoh’s order to have all the Israel’s boys killed. But once again, we will see that God’s purposes cannot be thwarted, even by the most powerful rulers of their age.

What do we learn about God?
QUESTIONS?

Example Two: John 2.12-25
What narrator comment is present in the passage?
vs. 21: “But the temple he had spoken of was his body.”

How does it help us to understand this passage better?
-The first obvious thing it tells us is that he was referring to his body.

-Note the narrator comment a few verses before in verse 17, where the disciples remembered the words of Psalm 69 which said that “Zeal for your house will consume me.” John is identifying Jesus as one with God through that. Now, Jesus is pointing out how their greedy and spiritually dead hearts that are killing worship in the house of his Father is going to kill him. Just as they treasure their own monetary gain more than his Father, so they will treasure his own destruction . . . for 30 pieces of silver.

-Just as their sin, our sin, destroys his life, he has the authority to take it up again. In John 10, Jesus says, “17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father." And he will take it up again in three days.

-The material temple was destroyed in AD 70. But even before that, when Jesus was raised from the dead, he became the new “place” where we meet with God. We got a hint of this from John’s opening in which he states, 

“1.14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling [tabernacle] among us.” 

A few chapters later, in John 4, Jesus said to the woman at the well,

“21Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.”
QUESTIONS?

Example Three: Exodus

Ex. 4.14 "The LORD said to Moses, "When you return to Egypt, see that you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders I have given you the power to do. But I will harden his heart so that he will not let the people go."

Ex. 7.13 Yet Pharaoh's heart became hard and he would not listen to them, just as the LORD had said.

First Plague - Water to Blood
Ex. 7.22 But the Egyptian magicians did the same things by their secret arts, and Pharaoh's heart became hard; he would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said.

Second Plague - Frogs
Ex. 8.15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said.

Third Plague - Gnats
Ex. 8.19 The magicians said to Pharaoh, "This is the finger of God." But Pharaoh's heart was hard and he would not listen, just as the LORD had said.

Fourth Plague - Flies
Ex. 8.32 But this time also Pharaoh hardened his heart and would not let the people go.

Fifth Plague - Egyptian Livestock Die
Ex. 9.7 Pharaoh sent men to investigate and found that not even one of the animals of the Israelites had died. Yet his heart was unyielding and he would not let the people go.

Sixth Plague - Boils
Ex. 9.12 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart and he would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said to Moses.

Seventh Plague - Hail
Ex. 9.34-35 When Pharaoh saw that the rain and hail and thunder had stopped, he sinned again: He and his officials hardened their hearts. So Pharaoh's heart was hard and he would not let the Israelites go, just as the LORD had said through Moses.

Eight Plague - Locusts
Ex. 10.20 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let the Israelites go.

Ninth Plague - Darkness
Ex. 10.27 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he was not willing to let them go.

Tenth Plague - Death of the Firstborn
Ex. 11.10 Moses and Aaron performed all these wonders before Pharaoh, but the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let the Israelites go out of his country.
· Eleven times the author, Moses, points out the fact that Pharaoh’s heart was hard. 6 of those times he notes that it was hard, “just as the Lord had said” and 3 of those times he notes that the LORD actually did the hardening. We are not going to get into the question of divine sovereignty versus human culpability.  But what is going on here? Why might Moses be so redundant about this point? And if God’s goal is to save his people from their slavery in Egypt and to bring them to the Promised Land, why would he seem to contradict that goal?

-First, God never has a plan B. These narrator comments make it crystal clear that Pharaoh’s continual refusal to let God’s people go was part of God’s plan from the beginning.

-But I think there is more to it than that. Let’s turn to a couple other passages in Exodus that may shed a little more light:

Other noteworthy Exodus passages:

3.14 God said to Moses, "I am who I am . This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.' " 15 God also said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.' This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation.
Ex. 5.2 Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD and I will not let Israel go."

Ex. 7.3 But I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and though I multiply my miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt 4 he will not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and with mighty acts of judgment I will bring out my divisions, my people the Israelites. 5 And the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it."
(Seventh Plague)

Ex. 9.15 For by now I could have stretched out my hand and struck you and your people with a plague that would have wiped you off the earth. 16 But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth (1 Sam. 4.8).

(Ninth Plague)

Ex. 10.1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and the hearts of his officials so that I may perform these miraculous signs of mine among them 2 that you may tell your children and grandchildren how I dealt harshly with the Egyptians and how I performed my signs among them, and that you may know that I am the LORD." 

-Last week, I briefly mentioned that God’s people were saved for God’s glory. What if Pharaoh had released the people of Israel right away? It would still have been God’s doing, but how quick would people be to assign him the glory? The plagues bring glory to him in a number of ways. But one of the most important ways is that they make his name known to the generations of Israel, to Egypt, and to all the peoples of the earth. These narrator comments, and the repetition of them, don’t give us the key to unlocking the purpose of Exodus. But they do raise questions for us as to what God’s real intent, what his real purpose is in the salvation of Israel. So we are forced to dig a little deeper and look at other texts and see how these comments fit within a larger narrative within the context of Exodus. As we looked at last week, they also fit within a larger narrative of the bible. Namely, we are saved so that HIS name might be proclaimed in all the earth. We are saved for HIS glory. It’s not finally about us. It’s about HIM.

QUESTIONS?

Conclusion: As I said at the beginning, the narrator’s comment tool is the author’s way of giving you some insight into a text. As we saw today, it is not the end all of tools where you can just look at the narrator’s comment and then you understand everything you need to know about the passage. But it at the very least, it does give you an opportunity to dig a little deeper into a text.
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