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Linking Words: Knowing What Therefore is There For

“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28.18-20).
Introduction

Take a look at the quote from Matthew at the top of your handout. What’s going on there? What’s the command (let class answer)? Is there a reason given for why we should fulfill this command (again, let class answer)? How do you know which parts are the command and the reason (once more, let the class answer)? You know because there is a linking word in the text that signals a connection between the reason and the command. 

I. What are linking words?

A. The word “therefore” is just one example of the tool we are going to be looking at today, which is known as the linking words tool. Knowing what these words are and understanding how they function can help us to better understand the relationship between various propositions within a given text.

B. What is a proposition? A proposition is simply an assertion or statement about something and it must include a subject and a predicate. So the words, “she ate” is a proposition, for it makes a statement or assertion about something.
 And propositions aren’t just individual sentences. A paragraph or an even larger section may compose one large proposition even as it includes smaller propositions within it. This is helpful to understand because often times in scripture, particularly in the Pauline Epistles, arguments and points are built on these propositions and how they relate to one another.

Okay, so back to the linking words tool. In a practical sense, linking words aren’t anything new for you. You would have had to understand them even from an early age. So for example, you may have had a Mom or Dad tell you, “Don’t put your finger in that outlet, because you will get electrocuted.” I’m sure everyone here obeyed right away and didn’t need a reason (except for Behrens). But if not, or for someone like Bill, your parent was kind enough to make it clear that “Don’t put your finger in the socket” and “you will be electrocuted” were not two distinct statements. They inserted the word “because” which communicated to you that electrocution was the reason or the ground for why they were telling you not to put your finger in the socket.

C. These words can be used to ...

1. Give examples ... “For instance”

2. Add information ... “Furthermore”

3. Summarize ... “In short”

4. Sequence Ideas or show a progression ... “Firstly, secondly, finally”

5. Give a reason ... “Because”

6. Give a result or purpose... “So that”

7. Contrast ideas ... “However”

8. Distinguish … “And”

Today, we’re simply going to highlight a few of these words for you. And hopefully, it will help you to better understand God’s word so that you might better know Him. 

II. Four common linking words in Scripture

A. The word “for” can help provide insight into the flow of thought between two different propositions. If it’s helpful, you can picture it in terms of an arrow pointing from right to left. What comes after the arrow provides the reason for what comes before the arrow. “Give thanks to the Lord, FOR his love endures forever” (2 Chron. 20.21). The word “for” links the reason, “his love endures forever” back to the command to give thanks to the Lord. Words like “because” and “since” serve a similar function. So again, back to the example from before, the word “because” linked the reason, not to get electrocuted, back to the command to not put your finger in an electrical socket.

Let’s look at some examples from scripture.


Example 1: “If they do not have self control, let them marry, FOR it is better to marry than burn with passion” (1 Cor. 7.9).
Questions: 

i) For those who don’t have self control, what should they seek to do? 

ii) And what is the reason they should seek to marry?


Example 2: “Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, FOR I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance” (Phil. 1.18-19).
Questions:
i) What is the reason Paul gives for why he will continue to rejoice even though

he is in chains?
ii) Do you have this kind of confidence in the prayers of others and the in the Spirit that your hardships will turn out for your deliverance?

Example 3: “Let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. FOR we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tem
pted in every way, just as we are - yet was without sin” (Hebrews 4.14-15).

Questions:
i) What are we to do?

-Hold firmly to our faith in Christ and everything we have in him.

ii) Why are we to do it?
-Because our high priest is Christ and he can sympathize with our weakness because he experienced temptation himself.

B. Like the word, “for”, the word “therefore” also provides insight into the flow of thought between two different propositions. But if FOR points from right to left, THEREFORE points from left to right. So the only difference between the function of these two words is the order of the two statements they are linking. So Hebrews 4.14-15 could be flip-flopped and instead of starting with, “Let us hold firmly to the faith we profess…”, you could end with, “therefore, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.” Another example would be to say, “Jesus is God, THEREFORE, I worship him.”
Words and phrases like “consequently” and “for this reason” can serve a similar function. 

Example 1: Philippians 2.5-11
5 “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

6 Who, being in very nature God, 

    did not consider equality with God something

        to be grasped, 

7 but made himself nothing, 

    taking the very nature of a servant, 

    being made in human likeness.

8 And being found in appearance as a man,

    he humbled himself

    and became obedient to death - even death

        on a cross.

9 THEREFORE God exalted him to the highest place

    and gave him the name that is above every name, 

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

    to the glory of God the Father.”

Questions:
i) What did God the Father do? 

-He exalted Christ to the highest place.

ii) Why did he do it?

-Because Christ gave up his goodness and took the nature of a servant and became a human. And not only that but he also gave up his human life to death on a cross.

Example 2: Turn to Colossians 3.12-14
Questions:
i) Let’s say you were discipling a brother or sister in Christ and you were studying these verses together. And let’s say that this individual was in a very difficult relationship and after reading what God calls them to even within the context of that relationship, they are discouraged because frankly, this seems like an impossible standard. How would you respond and why?

-The “Therefore” in vs. 12 is pointing back to vs. 1a, 3-4:

“1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.”
C. “If” Statements can be understood in two ways:
1) The first way is as conditional statements ...

Example: 13 “If you pay attention to the commands of the Lord your God that I give you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom ... 15 However, if you do not obey the Lord your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you and overtake you” (Deuteronomy 28.13, 15).
Question:
i) What conditions are being linked by “if?”
-These verses lay down and ultimatum for the people of Israel. God’s blessing for them is conditional upon their keeping the terms of his covenant. The blessings are not automatic and can be lost IF the people turn away from him. And of course his people do turn away again and again.

ii) As those who are now in Christ, what’s your response to this passage?

-I praise God that the covenant he made with me is dependent upon Christ’s righteousness and not my own.

2) They can also be used in a way similar to “because” statements …
Example: “If God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment; if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah,  preacher of righteousness, and seven others; if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorra by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the filthy lives of lawless men (for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous should by the lawless deeds he saw and heard) - if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment, while continuing their punishment” (2 Peter 2.4-9).
Question:
i) How is Peter using “if” here to make a because argument?
-Peter isn’t suggesting that there is any doubt about whether these things happened. Rather, he is using ‘if’ in a way that’s similar to ‘because’. So Peter’s basic point is that God can be relied upon for separating the wicked from those who try to follow him.
D. “So that” statements also can be understood two ways

1) They can be placed in the text to tell us the purpose behind something

Example: 16 “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 SO THAT Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith” (Eph. 3.16-17).
2) Or, they can introduce the result of something

Example: “Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak…” (Luke 12.1).
III. Pulling it all together: Titus 2

Titus 2 (Teacher’s Notes)

Questions for the Class
1) There are three so thats in 1-10. what is the repeated reason for Godly living?

-By their good behavior they prevent the word of God from being maligned (5b), they forestall any criticism of the gospel (v. 8c), and they make the teaching of the gospel attractive.
2) What is the significance of the for that links to two halves of the passage? And wow would the meaning of this verse be changed without 11-14?
-Vs. 11-14 provide the ground for Paul’s instructions in vs. 1-10. The grace of God has appeared in Christ Jesus, and thereby provides the motivation to live as new people.
1You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine. 2Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance.

3Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. 4Then they can train the younger women to love their husbands and children, 5to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God.
 6Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled. 7In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness 8and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.
 9Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please them, not to talk back to them, 10and not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive.

 11For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12 teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.

 15These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do not let anyone despise you.

Questions?

Conclusion: Having looked at linking words, we begin to see how these words act as interpretive queues for our bible study as they help us to follow the author’s argument and ultimately see was the Lord has for us in a given passage.
Let’s pray.
� Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, Tom Schreiner, pp. 99
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