Capitol Hill Baptist Church

Core Seminars: How to Study the Bible

Tone & Feel--Reading Between the Lines

“As the deer pants for streams of water,

so my soul pants for you, O God.

My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.” (Psalm 42.1-2)
Introduction 

I really enjoy the personal testimonies of those who are coming to be baptized. There is something about a person explaining how the Lord has saved them, and worked in their life that often causes me to choke up and to feel a sense of kinship with them. I think this is because of the details that are often contained in personal testimonies. Whether it be a person who was saved from a life of blatant rebellion or someone who has always believed the Gospel and chose to follow Christ at a young age, the emotional and historical details allow us to engage with the story-teller and become emotionally invested. Scripture works in much the same way. I mean, if you think it about--if it was merely a matter of knowledge transfer--God could have simply told us in his Word that, (1) “I exist”: (2) “You are rebelling against me and I will punish you”; (3) “You can be saved by repenting of your sin and trusting in the life, death, resurrection and reign of Jesus; and finally, (4) “I am coming!”

But that is not the way the Lord has chosen to reveal himself; instead, he has given us a Bible full of not only stories, but also poetry, dramatic narratives, even emotionally stirring love songs. Understanding the tone and feel of Scripture allows to better understand the meaning of the words by immersing us in text and arousing our imaginations and emotions. Leveraging the tone and feel tool to improve our Bible study is what we are going to look at today.


Example One: Psalm 42

	For the director of music. A maskil of the 

Sons of Korah. 
Psalm 42.1  As the deer pants for streams of water, 

       so my soul pants for you, O God. 

 2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 

       When can I go and meet with God? 

 3 My tears have been my food 

       day and night, 

       while men say to me all day long, 

       "Where is your God?" 

4 These things I remember 

       as I pour out my soul: 

       how I used to go with the multitude, 

       leading the procession to the house of God, 

       with shouts of joy and thanksgiving 

       among the festive throng. 

 5 Why are you downcast, O my soul? 

       Why so disturbed within me? 

       Put your hope in God, 

       for I will yet praise him, 

       my Savior and 6 my God. 

       My soul is downcast within me; 

       therefore I will remember you 

       from the land of the Jordan, 

       the heights of Hermon—from Mount Mizar. 

 7 Deep calls to deep 

       in the roar of your waterfalls; 

       all your waves and breakers 

       have swept over me. 



	8 By day the LORD directs his love, 

       at night his song is with me— 

       a prayer to the God of my life. 

 9 I say to God my Rock, 

       "Why have you forgotten me? 

       Why must I go about mourning, 

       oppressed by the enemy?" 

 10 My bones suffer mortal agony 

       as my foes taunt me, 

       saying to me all day long, 

       "Where is your God?" 

 11 Why are you downcast, O my soul? 

       Why so disturbed within me? 

       Put your hope in God, 

       for I will yet praise him, 

       my Savior and my God.




Questions (Psalm 42):

1. What strikes you about these passages?
· The Psalmist is desperate. And he doesn’t just want the reader to factually know about how desperate he is. He wants the reader to feel it. The internal emotional condition of the psalmist is depressed and full of turmoil. In verses 5 and 11, he describes himself as “downcast” and “so disturbed.” In verse 3 he says, “My tears have been my food day and night.” So he is discouraged to the point of crying day and night. In verse 7 he says that it feels like drowning: “All your waves and breakers have swept over me.”
· But he also seems to be in the midst of a battle. He is being taunted and is suffering but he is preaching truth to himself. He is recalling past evidences of the Lord’s faithfulness to him.
2. How is this poetic and emotive way of describing his condition more effective than if he had just said, “Things are really difficult for me right now. People are hating me. And I’m trying to remember God’s faithfulness to me, but it’s really tough”?
· He gives us a vocabulary and a way of describing his condition that helps us to describe our own condition.

· Emotion like this, and depression like this, is not something that can possibly be conveyed with a clinical like description.

· Though the bible is written by human authors, it also has a divine author. So though we now have a high priest who can empathize with our weakness as the writer of Hebrews says, this Psalm shows us that we have always had a compassionate God who is aware and knows of your suffering. As Moses writes at the end of the Exodus 2, “23 During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God. 24 And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25 God saw the people of Israel—and God knew” (ESV). This can be a great encouragement to someone who experiencing this kind of oppression.


Example Two: Mark 4.35-5.43

	*Green Highlight: Effects of the Curse





*Yellow Highlight: Christ’s words and actions in response
*Purple Text: The people’s helplessness

*Single Underline: Emotional responses of people to effects of curse and to Christ’s power
*Double Underline: Abrupt actions of people

*BLUE CAPS: NOTES


Mark 4.35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, "Let us go over to the other side." 36Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 37A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. [(] 38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, "Teacher, don't you care if we drown?" 

39He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. 

40He said to his disciples, "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?" 

41They were terrified and asked each other, "Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!"

[ONLY ONE SENTENCE BETWEEN SCENES.]

5.1They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. 2When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him. 3This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even with a chain. 4For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him [let alone exorcise the demons!]. 5Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones. 

6When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. 7He shouted at the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you won't torture me!" 8For Jesus had said to him, "Come out of this man, you evil spirit!"
9Then Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" 

   "My name is Legion," he replied, "for we are many." 10And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area. 

11A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. 12The demons begged Jesus, "Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them." 13He gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned. 

14Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened. 15When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 16Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed man—and told about the pigs as well. 17Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region. [OUT OF FEAR?] 

18As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. 19Jesus did not let him, but said, "Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you." 20So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.
[ONLY ONE SENTENCE BETWEEN SCENES.]

21When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered around him while he was by the lake. 22Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there. Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet 23and pleaded earnestly with him, "My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live." 24So Jesus went with him. 

A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 25And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. 26She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. 27When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28because she thought, "If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed." 29Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering. 

30At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and asked, "Who touched my clothes?" 

31"You see the people crowding against you," his disciples answered, "and yet you can ask, 'Who touched me?' " 

32But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 33Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 34He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering." 

35While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," they said. "Why bother the teacher any more?" 

36Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, "Don't be afraid; just believe." 

37He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. 38When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. 39He went in and said to them, "Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep." 40But they laughed at him. 
After he put them all out, he took the child's father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was. 41He took her by the hand and said to her, "Talitha koum!" (which means, "Little girl, I say to you, get up!" ). 42Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. 43He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat.

Questions (Mark):

1. Can you identify the author’s tone in any of the four stories in this passage? And for the moment, remove Christ and his words and actions. Focus on the world and the people in it. What do you see and feel as you read about these events?
· In each instance, the helplessness and desperation of the people around the situation is made clear;
· We see this from the charged atmosphere of the stories as you jump quickly from scene to scene w/out barely a moment to take a breath. It almost feels like there is an underlying sense of panic.

· Repetitious use of vocabulary to describe the dramatic and emotional responses of the people around Jesus;

· There are a repetitious use of words to describe abrupt actions of the people;

· It is also worth noting that in each of these incidents, nobody is in explicit sin. We certainly see sin in response to some of them, but none of them is brought about by a particular individual’s sin. Instead, we seem to be given a brief glimpse into the effects of the curse on creation due to A & E’s sin. Again, humanity is totally helpless to do anything in response and the situation is desperate.
2. Now, spend some time looking at the tone and feel of Christ and his demeanor, his actions, his words. What do you see? How does this affect your interpretation of the text?
· He is actually asleep during this vicious storm and only wakes up because he is intentionally woken up by his disciples.

· Christ is identified as the Son of the Most High God and repeatedly shows control, calm, and most importantly, his absolute authority and power;

· Weather, demons, the human body all respond “immediately”. There is no hesitation in response to his words. Kind of like at Creation.

· Christ is the antidote to the curse.  Though his main purpose was not to undo the curse the first time he came, we get a preview in these verses of what will happen the second time.

· I am also struck by how amazing it is that this same Christ, who is in perfect control over everything and everyone, would willingly give himself up to these same desperate and helpless people. I am struck by what we talked about last week from John 12, about how God’s power was made known preeminently through the weakness of Christ in giving himself up to the cross.



Example  Three: Ephesians 1.3-14

Ephesians 1.3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him [Christ] before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One [Christ] he loves. 7In him [Christ] we have redemption through his [Christ’s] blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace 8 that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 9And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. 

11 In him [Christ] we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession—to the praise of his glory.

Questions:

1. Without considering the tone and feel for a moment, what is Paul trying to convey to the recipients of this letter in these verses?
· He’s laying the theological foundation for the rest of the letter, and really for all of the Christian life.
2. What is the tone of these verses?
· Joy! Unrelenting joy in what we have received in Christ! We have been blessed in Christ with every spiritual blessing! He predestined us before the foundation of the world to be his adopted sons in Christ! We have been redeemed and forgiven through Christ’s blood! He has lavished on us the riches of his grace found in Christ in with all wisdom and understanding. 
3. How do we know this is the tone of the passage rather than a dry theological explanation?

· Words like “every”, “pleasure”, “freely”, “riches”, “lavished”, “good pleasure”, “all”

· The reference to the praise of his glory in 3 different verses (6, 12, 14)

4. Why is this important to understand the tone of this passage?

· Because these amazing theological truths should be effective. They evidently changed Paul, and we should strive to be effected in the same way.
Conclusion:

More than simply telling us the “facts,” the Bible--through the power of the Holy Spirit--reaches into our hearts and stirs us! Using language that is pregnant with meaning and emotion, God has given us his word so that it can be a comfort to us and a motivator towards faithfulness and obedience. In short, the Divine author knows his audience and has written a book that perfectly suits us.


Notes for Next Year for teacher only:


-Spend more time on the Q&A for Ephesians

-Consider adding brief comments about how we may be a bit desensitized to tone and feel of God’s word because the constant media input we receive in this culture – the Mark 4-5 passage at first doesn’t seem as exciting as it really is, I think, in part because we are so used to action movies that keep trying to top themselves with each new movie.

-Consider adding a note about how the Psalms are the place to go for the most consistent balance of “thinking and feeling” with God (Piper)
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