CHBC - Membership Matters Course
Session 2: Church Covenant - Revised: 2.2.12
· Welcome…Name (position, at “so and so church” since Date)…Wife, kids…Formerly so and so what not…
· How many of you are just visiting today? How many of you are taking this course w/ hopes of becoming member?

This morning we’re going to be looking at our church covenant and helping you see what we as a church have committed to as a church family. To help us do this I’d like us to first turn to the book of Hebrews so that we can get a biblical framework for understanding why we do membership and how a church covenant flows out of that. 
Look with me at Hebrews 10:23-25 “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful. 24 and let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another–and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” In these few verses I want to point our 3 simple truths that I hope will help us understand the significance of church membership and why we have a document like a church covenant that every member commits to.
1st Christians must persevere in their profession of Christ. Look again at verse 23 “let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful.” Throughout the book of Hebrews, Jesus is exalted as the ultimate hope of all people. He’s the fulfillment of the OT, He’s the final sacrifice for sins, He’s the resurrected Lord, He’s the high priest who intercedes for God’s people, He’s the One who is coming soon to give the final rest to those who trust in Him. In light of all this, people are called to repent of their sins and trust in Christ. When they do, they are forgiven of their sin and united with Christ and with His people. But this profession isn’t just a one-time thing…it’s a daily reality. As Christians we must “hold unswervingly to the hope we profess” until Christ returns. We must battle daily against the pull of the world that calls for us to forsake Jesus and indulge in the passing pleasures of sin. So, to enable us to persevere, God has given His Spirit, His Word and the church. One of the means of grace God has given to help you and I remain faithful to Him until we see His face…is each other. This leads us to the second truth.
2nd Christians are called to meet together regularly. When someone becomes a Christian, they aren’t called to a life of isolation where it’s just them and Jesus. No, we are untied as a Body (1 Corinthians, Romans, Ephesians, Colossians), we are spoken of as being a family (Mark, John, 1 John). God has designed the church to meet together. Now, how does that happen? When he says here, in verse 25 “let us not give up meeting together as is the habit of some” who is he speaking about? Who meets together? All Christians everywhere? No. There certainly is a universal church, but what’s in view here isn’t the universal church. There will be a day for that…he’s speaking here of the local church. The local church is to meet together regularly. We are a body, a family who are committed to meeting together…for what purpose? Lots of reasons, we worship Christ, we serve as a witness to the world through our love…but in our context, there is another reason…this leads us to the third truth.
3rd Christians are called to help each other remain faithful to Christ. As we mentioned, one of the ways God enables us to remain faithful to Him is through each other. Now, what exactly do we do for each other as members of a church? In verse 24 we’re told “let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.” And then in verse 25 “let us encourage one another.” So as a church we think about, pray about and are intentional to find ways to bring out good fruit in each other’s lives. We strengthen each other though encouragement…we help each other think about God’s promises and we challenge each other to live holy lives. Earlier in this book we are told in Hebrews 3:13 to “exhort each other day by day as long as it is called today.” We are commanded to be a committed people who daily are intentional to love each other by building each other up and guarding each other against sin… because a day is coming. Verse 25…do this “all the more as you see the Day approaching.” Christ is coming soon…and until then we must remain faithful to Him. 
One of the ways God enables us to do this is through the local church. Membership is simply a group of Christians who commit to meeting together regularly to worship Christ and spur each other on in faithfulness to Christ. A statement of faith is a summary of what we believe the Bible teaches. And a church covenant is a summary of how the Bible tells us to live together. 

Why do we need a church covenant? It simply crystalizes for us what exactly it means for us to live together as Christians. It summarizes our commitment to live according to God’s Word as long as we meet together. It helps me to visualize how I am to relate to you, if you become a member here…and how you relate to me…and how we relate to each other.
Does anyone have any questions before we turn to our church covenant and talk about it together? 
The History of CHBC’s Church Covenant
In 1878, a group of believers decided to constitute themselves as a church. The first thing they did was adopt a Statement of Faith (a summary of what we believe) and then they adopted a church covenant (a summary of what we believe). So on February 27, 1878 the Metropolitan Baptist Association of the City of Washington at the District of Columbia (MBACWDC for short) became the Metropolitan Baptist Church, now known as Capitol Hill Baptist Church.  And the original church covenant, which we still hold today, is hanging on the back wall of the West Hall.
What does our Church Covenant say?

Our covenant is divided up into 3 major sections: The Introduction, the Promises, the Benediction. Let’s look at them together. 
The Introduction 
Lines 9-12: “Having, as we trust, been brought by Divine Grace to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and to give up ourselves to Him, and having been baptized upon our profession of faith, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, we do now, relying on His gracious aid, solemnly and joyfully renew our covenant with each other.”  

3  important things to notices in this introductory paragraph:

1st…The covenant is to be made by Christians. On line 9 you see Jesus’ words “repent and believe” which are directly taken from the opening verses of the Gospel of Mark. The CHBC covenant is to be made by only by those who “repent and believe” in Jesus Christ. That means that non-Christians are not members here and they do not make this covenant with members of the church. Now, we are active in sharing our faith so that more people will repent and believe, but only Christians are members here.
2nd…The covenant is to be made by baptized Christians. In line 10 you see that we believe Christians are baptized upon their profession of faith. That means that someone like myself who was sprinkled as an infant (Presbyterian) and then at 12 (Methodist), but was not a believer was not baptized. I just got wet. Baptism is done by believers. So for someone to be a member here they need to have been baptized as a professing Christian. We have some literature for anyone who has questions about why we don’t accept infant baptism and if time allows, I’ll take questions at the end. 
3rd…The covenant can only be kept with God’s help. At the end of line 11 it reads, “relying on His gracious aid…”  as Christians, we realize that we become believers by faith and that any ability we have to fulfill the promises of this covenant comes from the power of the Holy Spirit. Obedience should never lead us to pride or boasting. Only to praising.

The Promises…As we make our way though the main body of this covenant you should notice that the promises are directed in three ways: to the whole body, other individual believers, to yourself. Let’s look at these promises.
Line 14: “We will work and pray for the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
This line is a direct quote from Ephesians 4:1-3 where Paul says “be completely humble and gentle; be patient bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” We’re called to work for unity because unity doesn’t just happen. Why not? Because we are still a bunch of sinners…and when you bring sinners together, they naturally divide, nit-pick, selfishly exalt their rights and preferences.
So, as members of this church we commit to praying for and working for unity. We commit to not talking behind each other’s backs, to forgiving each other, to give each other the benefit of the doubt, to surrender our preferences and opinions for the good of others and the glory of Christ. This means we take time to listen to each other and consider each other’s desires as we run this race together seeking to fulfill the Great Commission Christ has called us to.  
Lines 16-18: “We will walk together in brotherly love, as becomes the members of a Christian Church, exercise an affectionate care and watchfulness over each other and faithfully admonish and entreat one another as occasion may require.”

Jesus said in John 13:34-35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples.” Jesus says one of the primary ways the world will know we are His disciples is by the way we love each other. This should serve as a great motivator for us to be as intentional as possible to cultivate a culture where we are marked by many things…but supremely among them is love. 
How do we love each other? Does that mean we all have sweet feelings toward one another? Well, that feeling may well be there, but biblical love is a deeper more steadfast love than that. It’s a love where we have an affectionate care and watchfulness for each other that springs from devotion to Christ. It is a practical love that make meals, visits each other when sick, pray for each other and .

Biblical love is also a love guarded and guided by truth. This means that we also love each other by admonishing and entreating each other when we sin. Now, in our day, some would say that for you to speak truth into my life or calling me out when I’m in sin is close-minded, judgmental and unloving…I’m telling you that is not true. The most loving thing you can do for me if I am struggling in sin is to come and speak with me about it.  So we covenant to love each other with an intentional, steadfast love that seeks to spur one another on in holy living that brings God glory.
Lines 20-21: “We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together, nor neglect to pray for ourselves and others.”
As we saw in Hebrews 10:23-25 we’re commanded by the Lord to meet together regularly. This is why when we become members here we commit to assembling each Sunday morning (and evenings) to learn God’s Word, to sing God’s praises and to pray to God together. By assembling together each week we take the first step toward growing in unity with each other. If we don’t know each other, we won’t be able to keep each other accountable. And there’s something, not magical, but something miraculous that God does when His people gather, He just blesses it.   

When someone beings to stop assembling with other believers on a regular basis it usually reflects one of two things:
Either they are in sin or they are about to be. Sin keeps us from meeting together, but meeting together helps us to fight against sin. The church community is one of the means of God’s grace to help us persevere in faithfulness to Christ. So as a member, we expect you to come together regularly on Sundays to worship…do people have vacations? Do things come up?...yes, but the normal thing we do is get together.
Lines 23-25: “We will endeavor to bring up such as may at any time be under our care, in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and by a pure and loving example to seek the salvation of our family and friends.”
Each of us have family and friends whom the Lord has called us to influence with the Gospel. For those of us who have parents or siblings who don’t know the Christ, we need brothers and sisters to encourage us and pray for us as we reach out to them. For those of us who are married, we are called to love our spouse in a way that reflects the relationship of Christ and the church. For those of us who are parents, we need prayer, instruction and encouragement as we train up our children as Deuteronomy 6 and Ephesians 6 calls us to. We all have influence over neighbors, co-workers, friends…and we want to be  a church family that prayerfully encourages each other to Make Christ known.    

Lines 27-28: “We will rejoice at each other’s happiness and endeavor with tenderness and sympathy to bear each other’s burdens and sorrows.”
One Hollywood star said this, “Seeing our friends fail makes us feel better.”  We live in a world that is full of envy, jealousy and greed…but as a church, we are called to be much different. Because we love each other and have compassion and sympathy for each other, we are called in Romans 12:15 to “Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.” That means that as a church family, we rejoice when others get pregnant, even if we have been trying in vain for years to have a child. It means that when someone else gets a promotion and we would give almost anything to just have a job, we rejoice. we are called to see other’s happiness and praise God for it. 

We are also called to mourn with those who mourn. We live in a fallen world where there is death, cancer, divorce, friends forsaking each other…we live in a fallen world. As a church family, we are called in Galatians 6:2 to “carry each other’s burdens.” We are not designed to go through difficulty and sorrow alone and God ministers through us to His people when we love them in times of trouble. 
Lines 30-33: “We will seek, by Divine aid, to live carefully in the world, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, and remembering that, as we have been voluntarily buried by baptism and raised again from the symbolic grave, so there is on us a special obligation now to lead a new and holy life.”  

Romans 12:1-2 tells us that “in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” That means that we live IN the world, but we’re not to be OF the world. We cannot do that alone. God has given us His Spirit, and He has also given us each other. We need each other to encourage each other to keep on trusting Christ and keep on fighting against sin. One of the greatest gifts God has given to fight against temptation is the church. 

Lines 35-38: “We will work together for the continuance of a faithful evangelical ministry in this church, as we sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline and doctrines.  We will contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the Gospel through all nations.”
By becoming a member here, you commit, alongside everyone else, to uphold the Gospel witness in this church. 

We uphold the Gospel witness here through the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. (1st Sun. of each month)

We uphold the Gospel witness here through church discipline. (Mt. 18:15-18)

We uphold the Gospel witness here through giving faithfully and sacrificially of our finances. (regular offering, benevolence fund)
If you join CHBC, you’ll own a part of the responsibility for all that goes on here – worship, evangelism, doctrine, relief of the poor and a whole lot more. 

Lines 40-42: “We will, when we move from this place, as soon as possible, unite with some other church where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s Word.”
Membership isn’t about a particular affection for one group of Christians.  Membership is about unity with the body of Christians God has physically placed you around.  You are building the local church as you willingly transfer your membership.  We all look forward to being together in heaven, until then, we divide and conquer for the Kingdom of God.

The Benediction

Lines 44-45: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all.  Amen.”
These words are from 2 Corinthians 13:14.  They conclude most services of CHBC.  If you are in Christ, you know the grace of Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  This benediction is a prayer for still more.

Concluding Comments
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