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Early Christian Heresies

Gnostics (early 2nd century) – claimed that matter and the body are evil, and that the spirit is good, and that “secret knowledge” was necessary for salvation; we see this today in those who deny the goodness of God’s creation, and who want to add to God’s revelation in the Bible (e.g. Scientologists and Christian Scientists)

Montanists (mid–late 2nd century) who claimed to be the mouthpiece of the Holy Spirit, thus denying the authority and sufficiency of Scripture; something we see again in our own day in certain quarters of the charismatic movement, and among many evangelical pragmatists.

Marcionites, (mid 2nd century) who claimed that there were actually 2 “gods”: the God of the OT was wrathful, while the God of the NT was sweetness and love. Their heirs today are theological liberals who reject any notion of divine judgment.

Arians (early 4th century) rejected the divinity of Christ. Much as Unitarians or Jehovah’s Witnesses do today.

Pelagians (mid 5th century) denied original sin. Not dead, just corrupted. Sin is a problem of education and the will, not our nature. Which is what we see today in some branches of evangelicalism and the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church, the fall did not entirely erase our ability to choose the good.

