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 Meet the Southern Baptist Convention
The entities of the SBC:

· International Mission Board (Richmond, VA) – The IMB is the entity of the SBC focusing on international missions, reaching almost 5,000 people groups, many with little or no access to the Gospel.
· Seminaries – These institutions provide pastoral and theological training for Southern Baptist churches.
· Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary (Mill Valley, CA)

· Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (Kansas City, MO)

· New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminar (New Orleans, LA)

· Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary (Wake Forest, NC)

· The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary (Louisville, KY)

· Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (Fort Worth, TX)

· North American Mission Board (Alpharetta, GA) – NAMB assists Southern Baptists in their task of fulfilling the Great Commission in the United States, Canada and their territories through evangelism, church planting, and local missionaries.
· Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission (Nashville, TN) – The ERLC is the public policy arm of the SBC, dedicated to addressing social and moral concerns and their implications on public policy issues both on the state and federal level.

· LifeWay Christian Resources (Nashville, TN) -  Lifeway provides Christian products and services, including Bibles, church literature, books, music, audio and video recordings, church supplies, and Internet services for churches.  Lifeway also manages their own publishing division, B&H Publishing Group.
· Guidestone Financial Resources (Dallas, TX) – Guidestone provides financial services of retirement, insurance, investment management, and executive planning products and services for pastors and churches in the SBC.

· Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee (Nashville, TN) – The EC does not direct the activities of SBC agencies, but it reviews their financial statements, recommends the annual operating budget, distributes the monies given in support of ministries, and acts as the recipient and trust agency for the SBC.
Frequently Asked Questions (taken from www.sbc.net):
· What is the Southern Baptist Convention?
The SBC is the parachurch organization created by Baptist churches to coordinate and support international missions and pastoral training.  The term "Southern Baptist Convention" refers to both the denomination and its annual meeting. Working through 1,200 local associations and 41 state conventions and fellowships, Southern Baptists share a common bond of basic Biblical beliefs and a commitment to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the entire world.
· How does a church affiliate with the SBC?
In order for a church to affiliate with the SBC, it must "be in friendly cooperation with the Convention and sympathetic with its purposes and work, and be "a bona fide contributor to the Convention's work during the fiscal year preceding" (Article III, Southern Baptist Convention Constitution).
· What is the Cooperative Program?
The Cooperative Program is the unified method of supporting SBC mission causes, and the most common avenue for contribution is through the church's respective Baptist state convention office.  It coordinates the giving of individuals, churches, and state conventions to the SBC, and the distribution of that money to the various entities of the convention.
· What is the SBC’s stance on the autonomy of the local church?
We recognize that in the New Testament there was no centralized ecclesiastical authority over the churches that forced the churches into any form of compliance. There was encouragement, exhortation, and admonition, but there was never enforcement. We strongly adhere to that principle. Jesus Christ is the head of the local church - we are not. Each church is responsible before God for the policies it sets and decisions it makes.
· What is the significance of resolutions passed by the SBC for the local church?
The Southern Baptist Convention makes official statements regarding specific issues by means of resolutions passed at our annual gatherings each June.  Southern Baptist polity views these resolutions as expressions of opinions or concern which are representative of the messengers attending the meeting, but are not binding upon any individual church or successive Convention.  Generally speaking, resolutions are snapshots of views widely held among Southern Baptists at the time and in the social contest in which they are passed, but they are not deemed to be doctrinal or creedal (tests of fellowship).  You can view past resolutions at SBC.net.
· How are SBC entities governed?
Trustees from each of the states are appointed by a committee to serve on trustee boards for each of the entities.  In God’s providence, because of the lack of healthy Southern Baptist churches in the District, CHBC has had the opportunity to have our members sit on trustee boards for several entities of the convention, including the International Mission Board, Southern Seminary, Southwestern Seminary, and the North American Mission Board.
